
  

Acknowledgement of Country 
The OLSH School Community acknowledge the Nyeri Nyeri people, the Traditional Owners who have walked upon and cared for 

the land for thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation 

OUR LADY OF THE SACRED  
HEART PRIMARY SCHOOL,  
MERBEIN 
TERM 1, WEEK 1 
Friday, 3rd February, 2023 

 

 
 
A warm welcome back to the school year to all of our students and families! I hope 
everyone enjoyed Christmas and the holidays and that you are ready for another busy 
year. It was fantastic to see the excitement and smiles on the faces of the students on 
Monday as they returned to school (some of our parents couldn’t hide their excitement 
either!) and reconnected with their friends and teachers. We are hoping for a fantastic 
year of uninterrupted learning, as well as plenty of fun and great events and 
celebrations. Thanks to our gardeners Grant and Phil and our maintenance man Ron 
for their hard work over the holidays – the school certainly looks beautiful! 

Our new Prep students began their school journeys on Monday and were amazing as 
they navigated classroom routines, learning time and the excitement of the 
playground! All students settled in immediately, had a great first day and thankfully 
seemed more than happy to come back again for the remainder of the week, though 
I’m sure they all appreciated their rest on Wednesday! We hope that all of our new 
students enjoy their time at OLSH and that their families feel welcome as they become 
a part of our school. 

Our Beginning of Year Mass will be on Thursday, 9th February in the church. All families 
are welcome to come along to celebrate with us if you are able. The School Leaders and 
Student Leaders will be presented with their badges at this mass and it is a great way 
to start our year by asking God’s blessing on all of us and our school. We hope to see 
you there! 

As we did last year, information about the routines and expectations in your child’s 
classroom will be sent home through a website which can be accessed at your leisure. 
We found that this worked well last year as it gave parents time to take in the 
information and form questions if they arose. This information site will again be open 
to parents at 4pm on February 8th (you will be sent a link) and there will be an 
opportunity for further in-person follow up when we hold our first Parent/Teacher 
interviews on February 20th and 21st. We encourage you to read all of the information 
and to make a booking with your child’s teacher when they open closer to the date. 

As most of you know, we have always supported home learning at OLSH, with different 
expectations in each year level in terms of what is required as a minimum each night. 
“Homework” has become a chore for many families and is a source of frustration for 
teachers, as there is inconsistency in the number of students who complete tasks at 
home and a lot of time is spent following up on missed work. As a school we have been 
revisiting the purpose of this work and have now made some decisions about what we 
regard as most valuable when it come to how they learn at home. Below are our 
expectations in each year level. In all year levels, you will see that reading at home is 
essential – in fact, reading should not even be considered “homework” as it is one of 
the most important elements of your child’s learning and flows into all other learning 
areas. We look forward to your support with this new approach. 

Address: 18 Box Street. Merbein. VIC. 3505  
Phone: (03) 5025 2258 

Email: principal@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 
admin@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 

Webpage: www.olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

February 
7th Gen Bryant 
8th Prep Rest Day 
9th  Beginning of School Mass 
10th Assembly – Prep/6 
13th/17th SSG Meetings 
15th Prep Rest Day 
17th Assembly – 1/2R 
20th/21st Parent Teacher 
Meetings 
21st Shrove Tuesday 
22nd Ash Wednesday 
24th Prep Rest Day 
24th Assembly – STEM Reports 
27th Feb -3rd March -   
 OLSH Swimming Week 
March 
1st Prep Rest Day 
3rd Assembly – 1/2 L 
8th Prep Rest Day  
10th Assembly – 3/4 L 
13th Public Holiday 
17th Assembly – 3/4 P 
21st School Photos 
24th Assembly - 5 
27th-31st STOMP Week 
31st Assembly – 6 
April 
5th Easter Liturgy 
5th Easter Raffle 
5th Students finish Term 1 
6th School Closure 
7th – 23rd SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
24th School Closure 
25th ANZAC Day 
26th Students begin Term 2 
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Year Level Home Learning Expectation 

Grade Prep Reading and sight words 

Grade 1/2 Reading and spelling words 

Grade 3/4 Reading and times tables, some “finishing off” of projects 

Grade 5/6 Reading and times tables, some “finishing off” of projects 
 

Toward the end of last year, we told families about the introduction of a Wellbeing Dog to our school. This is a venture that 
many schools are now undertaking, with the outcomes proving to be beneficial for both students and the entire school 
community. Evidence shows that having a dog around the school can have a calming effect on anxious students and also gives 
the school a collective responsibility to care for the animal. We have been fortunate to be given a dog who will take on this role 
in our school. Indi is a Goldador (Golden Retriever/Labrador) who has attended Puppy School and is being prepared through 
specific training to enter our school environment. Staff have also been required to complete some training modules to be able 
to work with Indi. This morning at assembly, the students watched a short video about the benefits of a school dog and today 
in the newsletter you will also see information and a link to a website which you might find useful. If you have any concerns or 
questions, you can also speak to Jo Finlayson or one of the staff at school. We will be very excited to meet Indi in a couple of 
weeks! 

All classrooms are continuing to use the Seesaw app to share helpful information about the classroom or snapshots of the 
student’s work throughout the day. Most families would have received instructions on how to get onto the app. If you are having 
any issues with this, please see your child’s teacher. Information shared on Seesaw is for basic quick questions, clarifications or 
comments and is not to be used as a source of communication for more serious concerns – this should be done via email or in 
person with your child’s teacher. 

Please remember to check the dates on the side of the newsletter to place in your calendar. There is a lot coming up and we 
don’t want students or families caught off guard because they haven’t noted the dates of important events or celebrations that 
are happening! Sometimes it may seem that there is a lot of information in the newsletter (some weeks more than others!) but 
I really encourage you to read the newsletter each week so the that the school year is a smooth one for you and your child. 

Enjoy the weekend! 

Narelle Gallagher, 
Principal. 

 
 
Religious Education News 
Gen Bryant Visit: Gen Bryant has written a number of uplifting songs that we use during Masses. She will be visiting our school 
to perform for the children on Tuesday February 7th. This should be a fantastic experience for our students and we are 
looking forward to welcoming Gen back to the OLSH community.   
Beginning of Year Mass: will be held on Thursday February 9th 2023 at 9:30am in the OLSH Church. All families are welcome 
to attend. School Leader badges will be blessed and given out during this Mass.  
Sacramental Program: there will be opportunities throughout the year for children in Grades 2,3 and 4 to begin or continue 
their sacramental journey. Children in the higher grades who are still waiting to receive the sacraments can still participate in 
the program. More information will be available throughout the year, but if you have children in those grades and you wish to 
have them make the sacraments of reconciliation, confirmation or Eucharist please contact me via email: 
mbreewel@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 
Easter: The Easter season will begin on Wednesday February 22nd with Ash Wednesday. We will have an Ash Wednesday 
liturgy on that date in the Church. We will also recognise Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday) where the children will learn 
about the significance of Shrove Tuesday and why pancakes are made on this day.  
 

Bookclub 
The latest book club catalogue was sent home today. Orders are to be done on-line through scholastic.com.au/LOOP. The cut-
off date for orders is Friday the 10th of February.  Orders will not be accepted after this date.  If you are new to Bookclub there 
are instructions on the back of your catalogue detailing how to place an order. Orders are no longer processed by the school. 
A reminder that you are under no obligation to place an order. 
Thank-you. 
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We are excited to announce that we are about 
to launch the Dogs Connect program in our 
school. This is a whole school wellbeing 
program which will see the introduction of a 
wellbeing dog in our community. Our school 
wellbeing dog will become a much loved and 
important member of our community. 

The Dogs Connect program will support us in 
implementing this very gradually, thoroughly, 
and considerately. At this stage we encourage 
anyone who would like to know more about 
this program to look through the website link 
below: 

https://dogsconnect.net.au 

We are very excited to be introducing our 
wellbeing dog in the near future. We have a 
team of staff who will lead this program. We 
look forward to sending more information in 
the coming days. 

We would also like to assure the community 
that this program will not involve anyone who 
does not wish to be involved. We know that this 
work will have a really positive impact on many 
people in our community, and we acknowledge 
and respect that connection with our wellbeing 

dog will be offered on a great variety of levels. 

 
Smiling Mind 
Students thoroughly enjoyed learning about The Smiling Mind program this week and participated in a short guided 
meditation. They also discussed when mindfulness will be useful in their everyday lives. 
 

SIMON Everywhere App– Parent Access Module 
This can be downloaded from either the Google Play Store or the Apple Store.  Please contact the office on 50252258 
or email mmottram@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au if you need any assistance.  
Medical Profile: Please make sure that the school has been notified of any changes that have been made to your 
child’s Medical Profile on PAM and to also include this on the pink Parental Authority and Consent Form each year.  It is the 
responsibility of the parent to make OLSH aware of any changes. 
Parent Notified Absence: If your child is unwell and will be absent from school, you are able to complete 
a Parent Notified Absence (PNA) on the SIMON Everywhere App or Parent Access Module (PAM) which 
will automatically notify the teacher and a text message will not be sent. Please note: If your child or a 
family member have a positive covid test, you are still able to complete a Parent Notified Absence 
however you will also need to phone the school as well.  

 

Newsletters  
These are distributed every Friday on SIMON Everywhere and the OLSH Website. Please contact us if at any time you have any 
queries or require any further explanation about events, dates etc. Any items for the newsletter are asked to be handed in at 
the office by 9.00am on Friday. 
 

Attendance & Sign in 
A reminder to parents that the school needs to be notified of a student absence by 10 am on the day.  This can be done by calling 
the school office or by using SIMON Everywhere or sending an email to admin@olsmerbein.catholic.edu.au. 
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Second Hand Uniform 
Melanie Powell can be contacted if you are looking at buying any second hand uniform. We ask that you pay a 
minimum of $2.00 gold coin donation per item, however if you feel that the item/s are worth more than you are 
welcome to donate more. The items will be brought into the school office once she is contacted by parents – 
0499 883 167.  

Happy Birthday 
Sophie Barnes – 2nd January – 7 yrs 
Jazmine Smith – 6th January – 11 yrs 

Summer Alderson – 8th January – 8 yrs 
Violet Goldsmith – 14th January – 8 yrs 

Laney Pollard – 15th January – 5 yrs 
Tommy Field – 20th January – 7 yrs 

Morgan Dowling – 27th January 7 yrs 
Maxwell Pulham – 31st January – 9 yrs 

Ava Dodson – 7th February – 8 yrs 
Charlotte Primarano – 7th February – 7 yrs 

Reuben Sheard – 8th February – 5 yrs 
Chloe Dodson – 12th February – 11 yrs 

 

Student of the Week 
Grade Prep: Bailey Smyth 

Grade 1/2 L: Levi Pluckhahn 
Grade 1/2 R: Isaac Lohmeyer 

Grade 3/4 L: Xavier Legin 
Grade 3/4 P: Alice Parker 

Grade 5: Myah Timmis 
Grade 6: William Finlayson 

 

School Advisory Council Members: 
Thel O’Shea, Hannah Mills, Grant Finlayson, Amy Cupper, Sandra Hammet, 

Adam Lawrence (Staff Rep) & Narelle Gallagher (Principal) 
 

 
If you have any questions you can email us at: 

Prep: Rebecca Appledore - rappledore@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au / 1/2  L: Grace Laity- glaity@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 
1/2  L: Lisa Ryan- lryan@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 

 

We hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas, holidays and a great start to the year.  
 

Art smocks- Students will need an art smock at school. 
SeeSaw- Thank you to those parents who have already signed up to See Saw. This is an easy way for us to show you what is 
happening in the classroom each day and to share any information. If you need a new note please let your child’s teacher know. 
Medication- Please make sure all medication is brought into the office A.S.A.P. 
Beginning of Year Mass- This is on Thursday 9th Feb at 9:30am. Everyone is welcome to come along. 
Sports Days- All students need their sports uniform on Mondays and Fridays 
 

Library Days 
Students will need to return their current books so they can borrow. No bag means no borrowing 
Prep A- Fridays 
1/2L- Mondays 
1/2R- Mondays 
 

Morning Reading- Students will complete their daily reading in the mornings before school (morning reading starts at 8.30am 
and reading concludes each day at 8:55am). Please ensure that students are at school with time to complete their reading. Any 
parent or guardian who has time to come into the classroom and listen to students read for 10 minutes is more than welcome 
and encouraged.  
 

Prep News 
We have had a great week at school. All students have settled into the routines at school very well and are completing lots of 
learning tasks each day. I think they will be looking forward to the weekend. 
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Buddy Assembly- On Friday the 10th February the Preps along with their buddies will present an item at assembly at 9am. All 
parents are welcome to come. 
Prep Rest Day- Wednesday 8th February. Students do not need to come to school. 
Reading- Yesterday students took home their first home readers and they were very excited! Please make sure you are listening 
to/reading each night. 
History- In History this term, students are learning about themselves and their families. We would like each child to bring in a 
photo of themselves as a baby and a family photo. This photo can either be brought in and I will photocopy it or it can be emailed 
to me. We would like these photos by Friday the 10th of February.  
Letter Box- This term instead of doing Show and Tell we are going to do a Letter Box. One at a time, students will bring home a 
box with a letter card instead. Their task will be to find things (around 5/6things) around the house that start with this letter. 
Students will then bring the box back to school and share with the class what they found. Items will be sent home on the same 
day. Please contact me if you have any concerns. 

    
 

    
 

Grade One/Two News 
The Grade 1/2s have had a fantastic start to the school year and have enjoyed making new friends and getting to know Miss 
Laity!  
 

Reading- Readers are going home this week for both classes.  Please make sure you are listening to/reading each night and 
signing your child's reader. 
Science: In Science this term we are learning about observable changes that occur in the sky and landscape. 
History: In History this term we are learning about the history of Mildura and Wentworth. 
RE: In RE we will be learning about Belonging and what it means to live in community. 
 

    
ONE/TWO LAITY                                                ONE/TWO RYAN 
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If you have any questions you can email us at: 

3/4 L: Adam Lawrence – alawrenc@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au / 3/4P: Julie Phelan – jphelan@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 
 

Well done to all Grade Three and Four students and parents for a smooth start to the year. We are looking forward to getting 
to know you all throughout 2023. 

 This year both grades will need to wear their sport uniform on Mondays and Fridays.  
 Library bags are needed on Friday in order to borrow from the library. All students are encouraged to do this! 
 Please return art folios if you have them at home and bring an art smock to school. 
 Next week we have a visiting singer at our school on Tuesday 7th February. Gen Bryant has visited our school before. 

She is engaging and our students think she is great! 
 Our Parent Information will be sent out on a Google Site again this year. This will take place on Wednesday 8th February 

at 4pm. Please refer to the newsletter for more detail. Details regarding timetables, subject information etc will be put 
here. We will send home a flier on Wednesday outlining the class timetables. 

 Our Beginning of the Year Mass will take place next Thursday 9th February at 9:15am in the church. Everyone is more 
than welcome. 

 Students in Grade Three/ Four Phelan need to bring their own pencil case to school as these will not be supplied this 
year. If your child has theirs from last year, these will be fine. 

 Students will be taking home their books and pencils today to be named and covered. Please return these by Monday 
as they will be required throughout the week each day. Diaries will also be sent home today. This is where you will sign 
once you have heard your child read each day. Please ensure that this diary is put back in your child’s bag every day. 

 Please refer to information in the newsletter and next week’s parent information google site (next Wednesday after 
4pm) regarding ‘homework’ changes. Home learning will commence next week. 

 Books will be sent home today to be covered. They need to be returned Monday. 
 

         
                         GRADE THREE / FOUR PHELAN                             GRADE THREE / FOUR LAWRENCE 
 

 
If you have any questions you can email us at: 

5: Cheryl-Anne Courtney - ccourtney@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au / 6: Danielle Ford- dford@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 
 

 Welcome back to our senior families. We are looking forward to working with you in 2023! 
 We are excited about our Beginning of Year Mass next week. Parents are welcome to come along. 

 

Grade Five: 
 Grade Five students have started the year with enthusiasm and positivity. We found out more about each other when 

we created STEAM sculptures to represent our families and personalities.  
 Students have reflected on their dreams, needs and abilities and written a letter to their future selves.  
 Our Maths lessons have been high energy activities exploring 6 digit numbers.  
 In Literacy we’ve started exploring the important parts of a sentence and in reading we’re building our fluency skills. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 
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Grade Six: 
 This term we are looking forward to learning about animal adaptations in Science and how these amazing creatures 

survive in their extreme environments.  
 We have started with the concept of hope for our Religion unit this term. Students are learning what it means to have 

hope and how it is different from a wish. For Christians. Hope is a focal point of their faith. They believe the 
resurrection follows the crucifixion and therefore great meaning can come from the most heart-breaking suffering.   

 We have started reading Wonder as our class novel. Students may have sections to read at home. 
 Next Friday we will be having a Buddy/Grade Six assembly item. Come along to see us on stage.  

      
GRADE FIVE                                                                               GRADE SIX 

 
 

 
 

Other News 
Lawn Mowing & Garden Maintenance: For a free Quote call Chris or Robert on 0484 672 428.



 

 

 


