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Dear Families, 
 

Week Two was an exciting one for Grade Three and Four students as 
they headed to Swan Hill from Tuesday to Thursday for their camp. 
After a couple of years of covid interrupting our camps program, it 
was great to once again travel away to allow our students to 
experience a different environment with their teachers and peers. Our 
trip to the Pioneer Settlement gave the students the opportunity to 
see what life was like in pioneering days in the Mallee and they took 
part in quite a few activities, as you can see by our photos on 
Facebook and Instagram! 
 

Our group had a great time and really immersed themselves in all 
experiences, asking great questions and offering their own thoughts 
and opinions during the various activities. I think the highlight was the 
Heartbeat of the Murray light show on Wednesday night, which 
looked even better through the rain! We are very proud of our 
students and the way they conducted themselves while away and we 
received many compliments regarding their behaviour and manners. 
Thank you to Mr. Lawrence, Mrs. Phelan and Mr. Breewel for their 
work organising the camp. We left Swan Hill Thursday morning a 
couple of hours earlier than planned after 70-odd millimetres of rain 
and made it home before the road was closed! Just another adventure 
for us! 
 

Over the year our Grade Five and Six students have been taking part in 
the Police in Schools program, with visits twice a term from Senior 
Constable Joe Clarke, who works with the two classes on topics such 
as cyber safety and road safety, to name a few. Last term our students 
were given an opportunity to create a video in small groups 
highlighting one of the topics covered, to be entered into a 
competition, with the winner’s videos being made into ads for local 
television. We are very excited that two of our groups won! Alla-
Shaye, Molly, Aliyah, Grace Doughty and Isabelle created a video 
about the importance of locking your vehicle to avoid theft, while 
Ethan, Noah, Riley, Angus, Charlie and Jonty made a clip about road 
safety. These will now be filmed professionally and seen on your 
screens at home! Well done to all of the students for their efforts! 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Acknowledgement of Country 
The OLSH School Community acknowledge 

the Nyeri Nyeri people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared 
for the land for thousands of years.  We 

acknowledge the continued deep spiritual 
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the 
ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

October 
21st  Grandparent’s Day 
31st School Closure 
November 
1st Melbourne Cup 
7th – 11th Grade 5/6 Camp 
14th-18th Mission Week 
15th OLSH AGM 
17th Mission Mass 
18th Colour Run 
December 
1st Concert 
6th  Sunraysia Transition Day 
8th  Graduation 
13th Students Last Day of term 

…………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 

Grandparent’s Day 

Forms are now 
overdue.   

If you have not yet 
returned your form 

can you please do so 
by Monday morning.  
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As you would have most likely heard in the media, the requirements around mandatory isolation for those who 
have covid have now ceased. Obviously, this has its pros and cons, and for schools the issue is that the spread of 
covid will potentially affect not only student attendance, but also staffing numbers, which in turn affects 
students and families if staffing becomes desperate. The recommendation for schools is that students who test 
positive should stay at home and isolate for five days and should not return to school until they are symptom-
free. If children at school display symptoms of covid, the school will continue to send them home if unwell. 
 

With the large amounts of water lying around at the moment and the warmer weather in general, there are 
quite a lot of mosquitoes around the school. We are limited in how we deal with this in the classroom, as we 
generally don’t use insect sprays unless absolutely necessary. Our suggestion is that you spray your child with 
repellent before they come to school and hopefully this will help to keep the bites away! Mosquito sprays are 
not to be sent to school in children’s schoolbags. 
 

Our Grandparents and Special Friends Day is coming up next Friday and we are really looking forward to seeing 
the school buzzing with activity! If you haven’t returned your reply slip with numbers attending, could you please 
do so as soon as possible so that we can cater accordingly. The morning will begin with Mass in the church, 
followed by classroom activities and morning tea. 
 

Camp money for the Grade Five and Six students was due in full today – please make arrangements for payment 
as soon as possible. Thank you to the families who have already attended to this. Camp will come around quickly 
and we would hate for anyone to miss out! Please make contact with the school if you have any issues with 
payment. 
 

Have a great (hopefully sunny) weekend! 
 

Kind regards, 
Narelle Gallagher. 
 

 
 

Religious Education News 
First Communion: The Sacrament of First Communion will be next weekend, October 22nd/23rd. Please keep 
those children in your prayers.  
Communion Practice: all participants need to be at Mass on Sunday October 16th for a practice session with the 
priest about what the children need to say and do. This will happen after Mass.   
Year 2 Reconciliation: will be celebrated on Wednesday November 23rd. Please make sure lessons are completed 
and handed into the Parish Office on time. 
Grandparents Day Mass: will be next Friday October 21st at 9:15am. We welcome all Grandparents and Friends 
to attend. This will be followed by some activities and a morning tea back at the school.  
 

School Magazine 
Magazine orders are included in your Family Fee payment so if this has been finalised then you will automatically 
receive one at the end of the school year. If you would like extra copies you will have to purchase them separately 

for $20.00 each. Please let the school office know by the 18th November. Please note that if your fees are not 
finalised you will not receive a magazine. 
 

Transition Program for the Prep 2023 
Wednesday 26th October                    9.00 – 11.30am (Play lunch will be required) 
Wednesday 9thth November                9.00 – 1.30pm (Play lunch & lunch will be required) 
*Wednesday 23rd November             9.00 – 3.25pm (Play lunch & lunch will be required) 
Monday 5th December  9.00 – 3.25pm (Play lunch & lunch will be required) 
Tuesday 6th December                     9.00 – 3.25pm (Play lunch & lunch will be required) 
*We are also planning to have a Prep Tea on the evening of Wednesday, November 23rd. More information about 
this will be sent out at a later date. 
 

Volleyball 
On Wednesday 12th of October students from grades 5 & 6 represented our school at the Sunraysia District level 
in Volleyball. OLSH played 3 games against Irymple South, Ranfurly and Sacred Heart and steadily improved each 
game.  Students who participated were: Charley Timmis, Molly Robertson, Gabi Pediglieri, Lavinia, Bailey, Chloe 
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Dodson, Lauren Reed & Ember Baylin.  Overall, the students' behaviour, effort and attitude was exceptional and 
the resilience shown by each student was a highlight in some really challenging matches. Whilst the results did 
not play out the way we wanted them to, the experience was invaluable. Special mention to the parents for the 
transportation of the students on the day. These events can be difficult to run without your contributions.  
Thank you!  
Jack Bower, P.E Coordinator 

     
 

SIMON Everywhere App– Parent Access Module 
This can be download from either the Google Play Store or the Apple Store.  Please contact the office 
on 50252258 or email mmottram@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au if you need any assistance.  
Medical Profile: Please make sure that the school has been notified of any changes that have been 
made to your child’s Medical Profile on PAM and to also include this on the pink Parental Authority and Consent 
Form each year.  It is the responsibility of the parent to make OLSH aware of any changes. 
Parent Notified Absence: If your child is unwell and will be absent from school, you are able to 
complete a Parent Notified Absence (PNA) on the SIMON Everywhere App or Parent Access 
Module (PAM) which will automatically notify the teacher and a text message will not be sent. 
Please note: If your child or a family member have a positive covid test, you are still able to 
complete a Parent Notified Absence however you will also need to phone the school as well.  
 

Newsletters  
These are distributed every Friday on SIMON Everywhere and the OLSH Website. Please contact us if at any time 
you have any queries or require any further explanation about events, dates etc. Any items for the newsletter are 
asked to be handed in at the office by 9.00am on Tuesday. 
  

Attendance & Sign in 
A reminder to parents that the school needs to be notified of a student absence by 10 am on the day.  This can be 
done by calling the school office or SIMON Everywhere or sending an email to 
admin@olsmerbein.catholic.edu.au. 
 

Second Hand Uniform 
Melanie Powell can be contacted if you are looking at buying any second hand uniform. We ask that 
you pay a minimum of $2.00 gold coin donation per item, however if you feel that the item/s are 
worth more than you are welcome to donate more. The items will be brought into the school office 
once she is contacted by parents – 0499 883 167.  
 

Student of the Week Award 
Grade Prep: Tori O’Shea 

Grade 1/2 MG: Dixie Canning 
Grade 1/2 S: Ned Collins Wood 

Grade 3: No Award this week due to camp 
 Grade 4: No Award this week due to camp 

Grade 5: Lui Pelasio 
Grade 6: Lillia Goldsmith 

 

Student Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following student: 

Levi Pluckhahn – 17th October – 6yrs 
Savannah Flett – 18th October – 9yrs 
Cody Pollard – 21st October – 10yrs 

Frankie Roberts – 21st October – 8yrs 
 

School Advisory Council Members: 
Gavin Gourlay, Thel O’Shea, Hannah Mills, Grant Finlayson, Amy Cupper,  

Adam Lawrence (Staff Rep) & Narelle Gallagher (Principal) 
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Don’t forget Grandparents Day is next Friday. 

 

Water Bottles- Please remember to bring a water bottle every day. 
Rubbish Free Wednesday: Don’t forget to bring Rubbish free lunches each Wednesday! 
Sports Days: All students need to wear their sports uniform on Mondays and Fridays.  
Library Days: All students need library bags on Fridays. 
 

Prep News 
Homework- This will come home on Mondays and is due Fridays. 
Show and Tell- Week 3’s Show and Tell is: ‘Share something that is smooth, crinkly, bumpy or shiny’ 
Words- Please continue to practice your words each night. Please go back over completed lists to help students remember 
the words. 
I will be out of the classroom on Wednesday the 19th and Mrs Lohmeyer will be taking the students on this day. 
This week in Religion the Preps have been learning about Joy. They created these stained glass crosses to show the joy you 
can get from making and looking at artwork. 

    
 

Grade One/Two News 
Homework- Due Friday for Grade 1/2 S. Sorry Grade 1/2 MG will start next week.  
Sunscreen- If your child has special sunscreen, could you please bring it into the classroom named, for the hotter days. 
ICT- This term for ICT we are learning all about cyber safety and how we can be safe online.  
Show and Tell- Hopefully everyone has received the Show and Tell roster for each grade. If you would like a copy sent to 
you, please let your teacher know.  
Mozzies- We have had a few larger mozzies biting a few students at school lately. Unfortunately, we are unable to put 
spray on students. Please refer to Mrs Gallagher’s information in the newsletter today. 
  

We have been learning about sharing in Mathematics; students worked well today to expand their knowledge. 

   
 

  Melissa Sullivan: msullivan@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au  Breanna Meyer: bmeyer@olshmebein.catholic.edu.au 
Emma Garraway: ewood@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
We are back, all a tad weary, from what was a wonderful camp at Swan Hill. Some of our highlights were watching The 
Heartbeat of the Murray sound and light show, making ropes and butter, dressing up in pioneer clothing, watching a 
blacksmith work, cruising on the Pyap paddle steamer and shopping for goodies! Although our activities were cut 
somewhat short on our last day, due to rain, rain and more rain, we still managed to fit a lot in! 
Adam and Julie would like to thank Mrs Gallagher and Mr Breewel for coming along and helping out, as without their help, 
this camp would not have happened. Most importantly we would like to thank every single Grade Three and Four student 

MIDDLE NEWS 

JUNIOR NEWS 
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who participated in all activities with enthusiasm and displayed exemplary manners at all times (which was also noticed by 
the Pioneer Settlement staff and visitors!) Camps are an integral part of school, learning and growing up and we are 
grateful that we are still able to take part and give our students opportunities that they may not otherwise do. 
Julie and Adam :)  

 
 

 
 Well done to all Grade 5/6 children on their efforts with the police videos. They were very well done. 
 Grade 5/6 Camp will be held from November 7th-11th. We will have some details closer to the date, but families need 

to make sure all payments have been finalised before we leave for camp.  
If you have any questions you can email us at: 

5: Michael Breewel - mbreewel@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au / 6: Danielle Ford- dford@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SENIOR NEWS 
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