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Dear Families, 

What a colourful day we had at school! Our Mission Week activities ramped 
up today with a liturgy focused on how we can be of service to others, some 
fantastic classroom-run stalls at lunch time and of course, the Colour Run! The 
school grounds were a sea of colour as the students made their way around 
the oval and through the obstacle courses set up by the staff. I don’t think 
there were many people left without a splash of colour on them somewhere 
by the end of the run! Plenty of fun was had by all and the students raised 
much needed funds for Catholic Missions. Thank you to everyone who helped 
to plan the day and to the students for their enthusiasm and generosity. Well 
done! 

We held our OLSH Annual General Meeting on Tuesday evening with a small 
number in attendance. After reports by the Chairperson of the School 
Advisory Council (read by Thel O’Shea in the absence of Gavin Gourlay) and 
the Principal, it was established that there were no new nominations for the 
SAC for 2023 and that six out of seven of the current members would remain 
in their positions. A big thank you goes to Gavin Gourlay for the four years he 
has dedicated to our school as part of the SAC, with the last two years as 
chairperson. Gavin has supported the school and myself in the decisions that 
have been made in the best interests of OLSH and has provided sound advice 
and assistance when on many occasions. I would also like to give my thanks to 
the current SAC members for their participation and support this year -  I look 
forward to 2023 and all we can achieve as a group. 

With the Murray and the Darling rivers in flood at the moment, we have 
several of our families affected by the rising waters. We understand that this is 
a very worrying time for all and our OLSH Community is hopeful that there 
won’t be too much damage as a result to homes and businesses. Please keep 
our NSW families in your thoughts and prayers as they prepare to face the 
challenge. 

It is that time of year when our Grade Five students are thinking about 
whether they would like to take the step into leadership, with the election of 
School Leaders coming up. Students who would like to take on this challenge 
will write an application, which they submit to me and voting will then take 
place, with Grades Three to Five, as well as the staff, voting for four leaders. 
Our leaders are not necessarily two boys and two girls, but will be the 
students who voters believe are most suited to the role. We will be 
announcing our leaders prior to the school concert this year and then 
acknowledging our current and in-coming School Leaders on the night. We 
look forward to seeing who our new leaders are! 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Acknowledgement of Country 
The OLSH School Community acknowledge 

the Nyeri Nyeri people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and cared 
for the land for thousands of years.  We 

acknowledge the continued deep spiritual 
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the 
ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

November 
21st  Making a Scene Visit 
23rd  Prep Transition  
23rd Gr 2 Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
25th  Walk to School 
28th Raffle Tickets Due 
29th Grade 5 Visit to St Josephs  
December 
1st Concert 
6th  Sunraysia Transition Day 
8th  Graduation 
13th Students Last Day of term 

…………………………………………… 
 

REMINDERS 
-2023 PAPERWORK 

-WALK TO SCHOOL SLIP 
- MAJOR RAFFLE BOOKS 

ARE DUE 28TH NOV 
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After much deliberation and discussion, we have finally decided on the configuration of our classes for 2023. The classes 
will be as follows: 

1 x Grade Prep 
2 x Grade 1/2 classes 

2 x 3/4 classes 
1 x Grade 5 
1 x Grade 6 

Our decisions have been based on many factors, including numbers across grade levels and the needs of students both 
academically and socially. A letter will come home to families with students in the composite classrooms on Monday with 
more information. 

This week, reminders regarding school fees have gone home and we hope that all families will honour their commitment 
to the school by finalising their fees promptly. As always, we encourage anyone who is having difficulty doing this to make 
an appointment to see myself or Carolyn Clementson as soon as possible. At OLSH we are more than happy to make 
arrangements to accommodate families, but it can be very frustrating when correspondence is ignored. We appreciate 
your cooperation with this and thank those who have attended to this already. 

Have a wonderful weekend! Hopefully we won’t see too much rain! 

Yours sincerely, 

Narelle Gallagher  

COLOUR RUN 

 

 

 

 

 



           

MAJOR RAFFLE 
 

R a f f l e  b o o k s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  s e n t  o u t  t o  e v e r y  f a m i l y  a n d  w e  h o p e  y o u  a r e  a l l  b u s y  
s e l l i n g  t i c k e t s ! !   T h e  d r a w  w i l l  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  o u r  E n d  o f  Y e a r  C o n c e r t  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  

1 s t  D e c e m b e r .  
 

A s  y o u  c a n  s e e  b e l o w  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  o n c e  a g a i n  p r o v i d e  f a n t a s t i c  p r i z e s  
t h a n k s  t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  s p o n s o r s .   

 
T h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  s h o w  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  s p o n s o r s  i s  b y  s e l l i n g  t h e  t i c k e t s .  

W e  e x p e c t  t h a t  e v e r y  f a m i l y  s e l l s  a t  l e a s t  o n e  w h o l e  b o o k  ( 2 0  t i c k e t s ) .  M o r e  b o o k s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e l l  m o r e .  

 

 
 

Additional Prize: Family Photo Session 

 
Christmas Raffle Hampers 

For our Christmas Raffle we are asking for donations of groceries to put together a number of ’Christmas 
Hampers’.  Each grade has been allocated a different selection to ensure we have a good variety. There will be a 
basket in each classroom to place the donated items in.  The following is a list of food suggestions to donate 
which will be put together to make up the hampers for each class (no home brand products thank you): 
Grade Prep: Bon Bons, Shortbread, Plum Puddings, Serviettes, Decorations, Plastic Plates, Christmas Wrap, etc. 
Grade One: Cereal, Dried Fruit, Muesli Bars, Foil, Gladwrap, Lunch Bags, Freezer Bags, Jelly, Lollies, etc. 
Grade Two: Soft Drinks, Long Life Milk, Fruit Juices, Cordial, Fruit Boxes, Topping, etc.  
Grade Three: Pasta, Rice, Flour, Coffee, Teabags, Milo, Cake Mixes, Sugar, etc. 
Grade Four: Potato Chips, Dry Biscuits, Sweet Biscuits, Popcorn, Cup of Noodles, Pretzels, etc. 
Grade Five: Pudding Mixes, Ice-Cream Cones, Long Life Custard, Desserts, Coconut, Custard Powder, etc. 
Grade Six: Canned foods e.g.: Fruits, Tomatoes, Corn, Soups, Spaghetti, Baked Beans, Tuna, Beetroot, Sauces, etc. 
 

 
 

RE Newsletter Report 
Year 2 Reconciliation: will be celebrated this Wednesday November 23rd. Please make sure lessons are 
completed and handed into the Parish Office on time. We keep these children in our prayers during this time.  
Mission Mass/Colour Run: Thank you to everyone for your support in our Mission Activities this week. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and raised money for those in need. Our Colour Run was very 
successful and we’d like to thank the committee and staff for their organisation of the event.  
Making A Scene: On Monday November 21st 2022, we will have Fiona Tonkin visiting our school. She will be 
creating Christmas Scenes from around the world to introduce the children to Christmas.  
Grade Six Graduation Mass: will be held on Thursday December 8th 2022. Feel free to come along and send our 
current Grade Six children off in style.  
  

SCHOOL NEWS 



           

Captains Chat  
This week was an exciting week with Mission Week. On Wednesday we had our crazy sock day. It was fun to 
see everyone with their socks. On Thursday our whole school had a STEM day. We all made cars out of materials 
and tried to make the car go 5 - 10 meters. It was fun to experiment to see what materials worked. On Friday we 
had our mission day mass, our colour run and mission activities. Everyone had an amazing time.  
We hope everyone has a lovely weekend 
Ariana, Bailey, Noah and Lavinia  
 

Walk to School 
Walk to School encourages Victorian Primary School students to walk, ride or scoot to 
and from school. It’s a great way to help students learn healthy habits and achieve the 
recommended 60 minutes of physical activity, every day.  
If you can’t walk all the way, your child can still get involved- simply drive part way and 
walk, ride or scoot the rest!  
On Friday, 25th of November, OLSH will be participating in a Walk to School Day.  
Students and families are invited to participate by walking to school accompanied by 
staff.  
Participants will need to meet at either of the following locations: 

 Location 1: Chaffey Park leaving at 8:00am 

 Location 2: Park across from Merbein Preschool leaving at 8:20am 
 

Transition Program for the Prep 2023 
*Wednesday 23rd November             9.00 – 3.25pm (Play lunch & lunch will be required) 
Monday 5th December  9.00 – 3.25pm (Play lunch & lunch will be required) 
Tuesday 6th December                     9.00 – 3.25pm (Play lunch & lunch will be required) 
*We are also planning to have a Prep Tea on the evening of Wednesday, November 23rd. More information 
about this will be sent out at a later date. 
 

SIMON Everywhere App– Parent Access Module 
This can be download from either the Google Play Store or the Apple Store.  Please contact the 
office on 50252258 or email mmottram@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au if you need any assistance.  
Medical Profile: Please make sure that the school has been notified of any changes that have been 
made to your child’s Medical Profile on PAM and to also include this on the pink Parental Authority and Consent 
Form each year.  It is the responsibility of the parent to make OLSH aware of any changes. 
Parent Notified Absence: If your child is unwell and will be absent from school, you are able 
to complete a Parent Notified Absence (PNA) on the SIMON Everywhere App or Parent 
Access Module (PAM) which will automatically notify the teacher and a text message will 
not be sent. Please note: If your child or a family member have a positive covid test, you are 
still able to complete a Parent Notified Absence however you will also need to phone the 
school as well.  
 

Newsletters  
These are distributed every Friday on SIMON Everywhere and the OLSH Website. Please contact us if at any time 
you have any queries or require any further explanation about events, dates etc. Any items for the newsletter 
are asked to be handed in at the office by 9.00am on Tuesday. 
  

Attendance & Sign in 
A reminder to parents that the school needs to be notified of a student absence by 10 am on the day.  This can 
be done by calling the school office or SIMON Everywhere or sending an email to 
admin@olsmerbein.catholic.edu.au. 
 

Second Hand Uniform 
Melanie Powell can be contacted if you are looking at buying any second hand uniform. We ask 
that you pay a minimum of $2.00 gold coin donation per item, however if you feel that the item/s 
are worth more than you are welcome to donate more. The items will be brought into the school 
office once she is contacted by parents – 0499 883 167.  
 

Student Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following student: 
Erica Bloomfield – 23rd November – 7yrs 
Pietro Dichiera – 23rd November – 11yrs 

Oliver Smith – 25th November – 9yrs 
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Riley Caldwell – 27th November – 12yrs 
Darcy Canning – 27th November – 10yrs 

 

School Advisory Council Members: 
Gavin Gourlay, Thel O’Shea, Hannah Mills, Grant Finlayson, Amy Cupper, Sandra Hammet, 

Adam Lawrence (Staff Rep) & Narelle Gallagher (Principal) 
 

 
Walk to school- This is next Friday. Please make sure all notes have been returned. 
Prep News 
Concert Costume- Due Friday 25th November. 
Homework- This was the last week for homework for the year. Well done to all the students who have completed their 
homework each and every week.  
Show and Tell- Week 8’s Show and Tell topic is ‘Free Choice’. This will be the last week of Show and Tell. 
Transition Day- On Wednesday students will be working in the library all day on Wednesday. 
Art folios- Please make sure all art folios are at school. These will be sent home again in the next few weeks. 
 
Grade One/Two News 
1/2S Concert Costume- Any plain fluoro clothing and crazy hair. Refer to the SeeSaw message for more information. 
Costume Note for 1 /2 MG: A note went home last week regarding the costume for the concert. The students will wear 
black shorts/pants or skirt and a coloured T-shirt. Please check the note for the particular colour your child has to wear. 
This can be a t-shirt they already have and does not need to be plain. Please give us a call if you have any questions.  
Homework - This will be the last week for homework. Well done to those students who were consistent in completing 
their homework each week.  
Morning Reading- Please encourage your child to read at school. All students should be reading to the teacher or adult 
helper at school each morning. 
YCDI- Students have been learning about ‘Growth Mindset’ where we can change our thinking and help our brain to 
develop. We are regularly reflecting on our thoughts and how we can switch out thinking to positive thoughts, even when 
things are challenging.  

 

 
We have had a very busy week starting with the filming of the Grade Three and Four combined Jessica Mauboy dance 
competition on Monday. If you have not seen this performance on the schools Facebook page, please do yourself a 
favour and have a look. We are so very proud of everyone for giving it their best shot! Our fingers are now crossed 
that we will be chosen to meet Jess Mauboy in person! A big thanks to Tana Lawrence who choreographed the dance 
moves and initiated this event! 
On Wednesday we had our crazy sock day! Thanks to everyone who donated a coin to this event. See below, the 
Grade Four’s posing in style! 

 
Thursday was our final STEM day for the year! Our students had to design a car that could travel the furthest! Well 

          MIDDLE NEWS 

JUNIOR NEWS 



           

done to everyone for collaborating very well together and creating great designs. 
…and today was the pinnacle of events with our Mission liturgy, COLOUR RUN and Mission class activities. So much fun 
was had by all as you can see by the smiling faces of our students! 

 

 
 We had a great time away at camp. Just a reminder that any medications can be collected from the office. 
 Grade Six Graduation is fast approaching. Please make sure you contact Miss Ford for any queries regarding 

graduation.  
 We are all busy practising for our upcoming concert. Remember to practise the song lyrics and dances at home.  
 We had our whole school STEM day yesterday. Students learned about Newton's laws of motion and worked in groups 

to design and make a balloon or rubber band powered car. They then raced these on the basketball court to find the 
winning group.  

 Grade Five and Six students will be completing some lessons around puberty and human development over the next 
couple of weeks. A note outlining the details went home Wednesday.  

 We all had a ball at our colour run today!  

  
If you have any questions you can email us at: 
5: Michael Breewel - mbreewel@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au  
6: Danielle Ford- dford@olshmerbein.catholic.edu.au  
 

OTHER NEWS 

            

SENIOR NEWS 
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COLOUR RUN 2022 
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

     
 



           

    

     
 

     
 

     
 

     
 
 


